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ALULA IN NUMBERS
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CITIES IN NORTHERN 

ARABIA

3000 
YEARS 

OF SUCCESSIVE 
CIVILISATIONS

DESTINATION ALULA
The fourteenth-century Arab traveller Ibn 
Battuta described AlUIa as a beautiful, large 
village that has palm groves and water resources. 

In modern times, AlUla is also the name of the 
surrounding region, and this unique destination is 
finally unveiling its rich heritage to the world. 

Positioned in the northwest of the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia, AlUla is an extraordinary example 
of Saudi Arabia’s wonderful culture and deep-
rooted history.  

As a place of exceptional human endeavor, 
visitors to AlUla are immersed in a land of 
ancient civilisations.

ALULA PAST 
AND PRESENT
Archaeological research in Saudi Arabia reveals 
sites more than one million years old – here in AlUla, 
recent discoveries chart more than 200,000 years 
of human history. 

Once upon a time, AlUla was a vital crossroads 
along the famous incense-trading routes running 
from southern Arabia north into Egypt and beyond. 

Today, through a diverse offering of heritage, 
nature, arts and culture, and adventure, AlUla is 
positioned as a  luxury, memorable and fascinating 
tourist destination in Saudi Arabia.



ALULA’S CENTREPIECES 
Hegra is Saudi Arabia's first UNESCO World 
Heritage Site, and one of four main heritage sites 
for visitors to discover. 

Best known for its 111 tombs, of which 94 have 
remarkably well-preserved facades. 

Hegra was established 2000 years ago by the 
Nabataean Kingdom. 

Ancient Dadan is another of AlUla's four main 
heritage sites. The 9th centrury BCE capital city is 
a live excavation site. 

Rich in both human heritage and natural beauty, 
AlUla is home to a wide range of flora, fauna and 
a living museum of human societies spanning 
thousands of years. 

Jabal Ikmah, near Dadan, has been termed the 
‘open-air library’ and is home to more than 500 
inscriptions. 

The unique rock formations dotting the desert 
landscape, and the lush, green oasis, make AlUla 
a nature lover's dream destination. 

ALULA OLD TOWN
AlUla is finally revealing its unique heritage to the 
world, including the remarkable AlUla Old Town, 
located in the narrowest part of the AlUla valley. 

Continuously inhabited from at least the 12th 
century CE, until the last inhabitants left in the 
1980s. 

One of the four key heritage sites to explore, AUla 
Old Town is today an abandoned, atmospheric 
labyrinth of streets tightly-packed behind its 
defensive wall, built over the ruins of an ancient 
settlement. 

A MODERN DESTINATION
AlUla’s main city of the same name is located on 
the or ig inal p i lgr image route to Makkah, 
approximately 325km north of Medina. 

The Royal Commission for AlUla is driving efforts to 
develop the county of AlUla into a preeminent 
global tourist destination.  

Visitors to AlUla today will experience an authentic 
journey through time, in a place of wonder and 
discovery, adventure and cultural immersion.

TRAVEL TO ALULA
Travelling to AlUla by air or by road from Riyadh, 
Jeddah or Damman, is convenient for today’s 
travellers, and once you have arrived, several 
options are available for getting around. 

A tourist eVisa is available country-wide for 
travellers 18 and older from 49 eligible countries, 
and female travellers aged 18 and above can travel 
independently.  

The best time to visit is October through April, with 
temperatures ranging from a pleasant 10–25 
degrees Celsius. Temperatures in May through 
September is much hotter in this desert climate, 
ranging from 20–35 degrees Celsius.





THE LOST CITY OF HEGRA
One of the most significant heritage landmarks in 
AlUla, indeed the world, is the Nabataean city of 
Hegra, an ancient 52-hectare town, notably listed as 
Saudi Arabia’s first UNESCO World Heritage Site in 
2008. This historical site, built around 100 BCE, was 
the principal southern city for the Nabataean 
Kingdom and is located 566km from its more famous 
capital Petra in Jordan. 

With more than 100 of some of the best-preserved, 
tombs of the era, Hegra holds many secrets and 
stories of a time when civilisations flourished in AlUla’s 
lush oasis. Timeless authenticity is revealed at every 
turn by those who visit the city of Hegra today – yet 
the significance of the site has been largely 
overlooked for many generations.

KINGDOM OF DADAN
Dating back to prehistoric times, AlUla has attracted 
people who came to take advantage of the abundant 
resources offered by the fertile oasis. Indeed, it was the 
North Arabian tribes who were the first to learn how 
to master water management and develop 
agriculture. 

In the 9th Century BCE, Ancient Dadan was one of 
the most developed 1st-millennium BCE cities in 
northern Arabia. Dadan was an important capital city, 
the heart of a kingdom that also includes nearby 
areas of special significance, including at Jabal Ikmah, 
Umm Daraj and Tell al-Kathib. Visitors to the site can 
see the rock-cut tombs of Dadan, cut into the cliffs 
that overlook where the ancient capital once stood. 
Most famous amongst these are the high set Lion 
Tombs. Dadan is an active excavation site, with new 
secrets being uncovered by the archaeological teams 
working the site.

THE INCENSE ROUTE
The AlUla region was a natural nexus crisscrossed by caravans loaded with precious items to trade. Traded items 
along the incense route included frankincense, myrrh, spices, semi-precious stones, glass, beads, glazed ceramic 
and animal products such as ostrich eggs. Located in northwest Arabia, on the original incense road and 
pilgrimage route to Makkah, this historical land is steeped in the immense beauty of the natural world, alongside 
the dramatic splendour of human creations. 

With its active role in the incense trade, AlUla also likely had access to further markets and trade routes, including 
out to the Indian Ocean and the Red Sea. These connections have enabled the area to act as a cultural crossroads 
for thousands of years.



THE WHISPERING 
CANYONS
The AlUla Valley, located 300km north of Medina is 
finally unveiling its unique and fascinating heritage to 
the world including breathtaking canyons filled with 
extraordinary stories of civilisations gone by, 
civilisations that were distinguished by the widespread 
practice of writing. It is in the breathtaking canyons of 
The AlUla Valley that extraordinary stories of past 
civilisations are uncovered, civilisations that were 
distinguished by the wide-spread practice of writing. 

Jabal Ikmah has been termed the ‘open-air library’ 
and is home to more than 500 inscriptions including 
the precursors to Arabic as well as scripts from other 
civilisations including Aramaic, Palmyrean, Greek, and 
Latin scripts. Many of the writings help to shed light 
on ancient beliefs and practices.

ALULA OLD TOWN
An active restoration project, AlUla Old Town is 
located in the narrowest part of the AlUla valley, and 
is overlooked by the AlUla Castle, a citadel dating to 
at least the 10th century. Continuously occupied from 
the 12th century until the 1980s, the settlement, with 
its mudbrick houses, intricate urban pattern, 
outstanding fort and the remains of arts and craft, 
are of tremendous historical significance. 

AlUla Old Town provides a unique opportunity to 
gather oral histories and learn about a vanishing way 
of life in this unique settlement. At present, over 900 
properties have been identified, including 400 shops 
and five rahbas, or town squares mosques.





A LIVING MUSEUM
French Dominican fathers Antonin Jaussen and 
Raphael Savignac were amongst the first to give the 
AlUla region serious scholarly attention visiting for the 
first time in 1907. Excavations in the region began in 
1986 and there have been active excavations including 
various international teams from 2002. Archaeologists 
still have much to uncover and each new dig reveals 
more answers and insights from pre-history and the 
nomadic ancient Arabian tribes through to the first 
settled societies, the later Islamic period and beyond. 

After 20 years of excavations, new secrets from the 
ruins of the ancient city of Dadan continue to be 
revealed by archaeologists . Numerous tombs 
throughout Hegra reveal the secrets of Nabataean 
burial rituals. Jabal Ikmah is an open-air library with 
hundreds of ancient written inscriptions describing 
pilgrimages, rituals, and offerings on display. AlUla is 
genuinely an open living museum, a unique experience 
of humankind legacy and extraordinary endeavor.

MONUMENTAL ROCKS
The AlUla region presents some of the most beautiful 
and unique landscapes in the world. Throughout this 
stunning desert, you will discover sand-drifted canyons, 
red-rock cliff faces and unique outcrops and rock 
formations — all surrounded by vast expanses of desert 
sand. These imagination-spurring rock formations add 
to the wonder of AlUla. 

The most famous geomorphological phenomenon of 
AlUla is probably Jabal AlFil, also known as Elephant 
Rock. Created by thousands of years of erosion, this 
monumental sandstone structure is named after its 
unique resemblance to an elephant whose trunk 
extending to the ground. The Dancing Rocks, Face 
Rock, The Arch and AlGharameel are among the other 
recognisable natural landmarks in the vast desert of 
AlUla, rivalling any desert landscape the world over.

ROCK ART TRAILS IN ALULA 
The ancient rock carvings of AlUla exquisitely preserve a 
remarkable heritage. The city’s nexus was the oasis, 
surrounded by the vast desert and by the many rocks 
which became the very first notepads and sketchbooks. 
Rituals, religions, traditions and way of life were 
documented on the sandstone rocks of the civilisations 
who lived there. Visitors to AlUla today will discover rock 
art depicting humans, chariots, musical instruments, 
camels, bovines, goats, scorpions, and ibex. All of which 
are best experienced with a tour guide or a rock art trek 
or trail by the local Rawi (Arabic storytellers).



CHASING THE OASIS
AlUla’s valley oasis is a sight to behold even for the 
most seasoned travellers. It flourishes due to a massive 
drainage basin, underground watercourses and 
moderate temperatures averaging 29 degrees Celsius in 
July. The importance of the oasis in AlUla’s history 
cannot be overstated, the oasis is the heart of AlUla 
and has nourished life here for millennia, inviting 
communities to settle and develop their rich and varied 
cultures. Once upon a time, the oasis welcomed traders, 
pilgrims and travellers to immerse themselves in its 
cooling, refreshing grounds. Today, as it was throughout 
history, the valley is filled with lush date palms and 
fragrant citrus groves and is surrounded by the vast 
sandstone Hijaz Mountains. The oasis of Alula is 20 km 
long, boasting 80 natural water springs and 2.3 million 
date palm trees that produce 90,000 tons of dates 
yearly.





FLAVOURS OF ALULA
Not too many destinations in the world are left 
uncharted when it comes to food. Chefs have become 
the ultimate explorers, eager to be the first to uncover 
new flavours, new varieties of produce.  AlUla’s rich and 
fertile valley is an untapped pantry. The 20km long 
oasis of AlUla, boasts 2.3 million date palm trees, and 
200,000 citrus trees that continue to offer 29 types of 
citrus fruits including varieties native to the region. 

The oldest citrus fruit found cultivated by Nabataeans 
is the Torounge, a hybrid between a lemon and pomelo. 
This fruit was used for jams and perfumery. In modern 
AlUla, the most popular citrus fruits are the Helou sweet 
lemons, the Maliki (kumqvat), the Bin Zhigr lemons and 
Ula Mangoes, used in traditional cooking and dishes 
such as Kabsaof. 

Today, AlUla is building the foundations of its food and 
beverage offer with help from France. In 2019, 24 young 
Saudi Arabian men and women from the region of 
AlUla participated in an in intensive high-level cooking 
training at FERRANDI Paris to prepare these young 
people for future professional employment and equip 
them with the tools to become the next generation of 
chefs and culinary entrepreneurs in AlUla, and the 
custodians of AlUla’s culinary heritage. 

Visitors to AlUla can get an authentic taste of the 
region by visiting one of the produce farms. Hotels can 
also organise for a personal chef to design your meals 
with fresh local ingredients to your specifications.

MAGIC MORINGA
The moringa plant is a fast-growing ‘miracle’ tree native 
to the AlUla region and is believed to have many unique 
benefits to humans. It produces a ban oil that was used 
by previous generations in precious perfumes. Today its 
uses are believed to range from general health and 
beauty aids to helping fight, prevent and cure diseases. 
In particular, the moringa ban oil has unique nourishing 
abilities for skin and hair, penetrating the skin while 
leaving it with a dry feel. 

Other benefits still being investigated are protection of 
the liver and kidneys, treating stomach complaints, 
fighting against bacterial diseases, improving overall 
mood, reducing blood pressure and many more. 
Embryonic in its development into consumable 
products, a small range of products are only available to 
visitors to AlUla, these include creams, soaps, lotions, 
balms, body oils, and candles.

FARM EXPERIENCES
From ancient civilisations to the present day AlUla has 
attracted farmers seeking to take advantage of the 
fertile oasis. The range of items grown in the area has 
included barley, wheat, lentils, peas, chickpeas, dates, 
figs, olives, pomegranates, almonds, grapes and even 
cotton. 

Today, small farms grow date palms, clover (birsim), 
vegetables, and fruit – including oranges, tangerines, 
lemons, bananas, guavas and mangoes. Modern-day 
visitors are welcomed to contemplate this rich history 
and the many civilisations that have come before as 
they explore the working farms of AlUla.





LOST TRADES 
REVIVAL IN ALULA 
Excavations in AlUla have revealed a rich and varied 
culture of craft and artistic production going back over 
7000 years to the earliest civilisations in Arabia. 
Nabataean plates, cups and bowls imported from sites 
in the north, decorated with colourful plants and animal 
drawings. Utensils and glassware from the early and 
late Islamic period. Soapstone was used in ancient 
times for making cooking pots, oil lamps, frankincense 
burners, chess pieces, children's toys and small boxes.  

More recently, crafts have included the manufacture of 
palm trees products – wicker products, knitting and 
embroidery, carpentry and wood products. Also stone 
products, textile, ropes making, tanning and leather 
products, making pillows, kohl, foods, bakery and 
traditional sweets. 

While many of these skills were lost as oil became the 
main source of income, there is now a focus on bringing 
these skills back to the local population as the region 
gets ready to become a major tourism drawcard. 

THE ALROWAH OF ALULA
AlUla is finally revealing its unique heritage to the world, 
and what better way than to experience this hidden 
gem than guided by the local AlRowah (Arabic 
storytellers). By striving to develop an innovative and 
immersive tourism experience, excursions accompanied 
by a local Rawi bring to life the vast history of the 
region and offer visitors a direct connection to the 
culture and tradition of the people who once called 
AlUla home. AlUla’s immersive experiences will also 
extend beyond the famous heritage sites. The Rawi will 
share their local perspectives and expertise on the many 
walks, treks and trails available, both guided or self-
guided, for visitors to delve deeper into the stories and 
customs of the region.

COMMUNITY AT THE 
HEART OF ALULA PLANS
The local people of AlUla are central to RCU’s plans to 
responsibly develop tourism in the destination. The 
Hammayah program, the scholarship program, and the 
Ferrandi cooking school partnership, are among many 
other initiatives that position AlUla as a destination at 
the forefront of community tourism globally. 
  
The 2019 Ferrandi program which sent 24 young 
Saudi’s to study intensive cooking skills at the Ferrandi 
cooking school in Paris is helping to set the foundations 
for AlUla’s ambitions to offer an authentic and world-
class dining offer for visitors, and to provide the skills 
and jobs for the locals.



WOMEN OF ALULA 
History shows the women of AlUa have been a 
powerful force throughout the centuries. Archaeological 
and epigraphic evidence suggests that women in the 
Nabataean Kingdom were equal to men in many 
aspects of life, owning property and representing 
themselves in commercial and legal cases. 

In the seventh century CE The prophet Muhammad 
was known to seek counsel from the women in his life 
and encouraged his fellow men to treat their wives and 
daughters with respect. In later years, the women of 
AlUla played an active role in the daily customs and 
traditions of village life and owned shops in the palm 
groves. The women enjoyed a social life too, meeting 
regularly at each other’s houses. 

In modern-day AlUla, many young women are now 
learning hospitality and travelling internationally to 
complete scholarships in other countries to bring back 
those vital skills to their beloved home region.

INSPIRATIONAL ALULA
AlUla has been a nexus of creative expression and 
cultural exchange for millennia. Today, through 
interactive interpretations and hands-on activities, 
modern-day visitors can relive the 3000 year combined 
history of Hegra, Dadan, Jabal Ikmah and Old Town for 
full cultural immersion.   

During events season, visitors to AlUla will have a range 
of arts events to enhance their visit. Epic art 
installations such as Desert X AlUla invites world 
renowned artists to get inspired by the sculptural 
surroundings. Concerts and other cultural and musical 
events will be staged at Maraya, the architectural 
masterpiece and a multi-purpose concert and 
entertainment venue which is at the centre of AlUla's 
world-class events ambitions. Wrapped in shimmering 
mirrors to simulate a dazzling desert mirage, it’s the 
Guinness Book of Records biggest mirrored building. 





LAWRENCE OF ARABIA –  
HIJAZ RAILWAY
The history of the Hijaz Railway is of great significance. 
Construction of the more than 1,300 kilometres of rail 
track between Damascus in Syria and Medina in Saudi 
Arabia began in 1900 during the late Medieval period 
in AlUla. The original aim was to run all the way to the 
holy city of Makkah, in part to facilitate the arduous 
and often dangerous travel for Hajj pilgrims. 

However, construction halted as a result of the First 
World War and neither the line to Makkah, or to 
Istanbul, was completed. The railway was a principal 
target for Arab forces, supported by British forces led by 
the famed Lawrence of Arabia, in their revolt against 
the forces of the Ottomans. Today, large sections of the 
railway lie abandoned in the desert with tracks 
swallowed up by the sand. 

The twelve stations that were built throughout AlUla 
also stand testament to this period of AlUla’s rich 
history. Visitors can learn more about this important 
historical landmark at the Hijaz Railway Museum.

ADVENTURE CANYON
The new adrenaline-fueled Adventure Canyon offers 
visitors the breathtaking opportunity to experience a 
journey through time… at pace! The new zip line will 
whiz visitors across ancient land for a view of the valley 
unlike anything you can see from the ground. 

For full desert immersion the off-road desert dune 
buggies offers a post-modern, high impact option for 
visitors who like travelling at full speed. Future 
adventure act iv it ies coming to AlUla include 
paragliding, parachuting, and vintage light-aircraft 
rides – allowing those who visit the opportunity to enjoy 
a birds-eye view of this magnificent landscape.

ASTRO-TOURISM, 
STARGAZING ALULA 
AlUa’s low light pollution, clear skies and the range of 
lookout points in its vast, silent desert make it a perfect 
place to look for constellations and asterisms.  Serious 
stargazers and night photographers visit during the 
official Northern Hemisphere dark skies months of July 
and August, but as of this October, visitors will be 
welcome to explore AlUla’s important heritage sites 
against the backdrop of the Arabian night sky all year-
round. There is no need to bring expensive telescopes 
with you to AlUla, as the constellations are visible to the 
naked eye. An unseen wonder of the world - an 
adventure awaits all stargazers and astro-tourists who 
visit AlUla.                              

TREK BACK IN TIME
Modern travellers to AlUla can get full cultural 
immersion and an authentic journey through time via a 
range of new treks and trails. Be it on horseback, on 
bike or on foot, visitors can choose from one, two hour or 
half day treks to explore Hegra, Rock Art sites of Ashar 
Valley, or the canyons and mountains of the Madakheel 
area. 

Which ever way you decide to experience AlUla, you’re 
certain to feel the presence of voices from the past and 
appreciate the journey that humankind has lived. 





REVIVAL OF THE 
ARABIAN LEOPARD 
The AlUla region was also once home to the now 
critically-endangered Arabian Leopard. The total adult 
population across the Arabian leopard range is likely 
lower than 250, and perhaps even as low as 100. 
Panthera and The Royal Commission for AlUla (RCU) 
have entered a historic partnership to recover the 
critically endangered Arabian leopard. 

RCU has committed $US 20 million to leopard 
conservation in the AlUla region and around the world 
over the next decade. Across several initiatives, this 
project will be achieved through scientific research, 
c a p t i v e b re e d i n g p ro g ra m s , i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
collaborations, community-based conservation 
projects, and a global fund focused on reintroducing 
Arabian Leopards to AlUla County with a restored 
habitat and prey base sufficient to support a viable 
population.

DIVERSE DESERT 
ANIMALS OF ALULA
As home to a number of significant, ancient and 
historic societies, AlUla has relied on the surrounding 
natural environment to allow the people who have 
inhabited its landscape to survive and develop rich 
cultures. A diverse range of animal species are known 
to have inhabited AlUla throughout its long history.  

Many species have been recorded in the region’s 
petroglyphs and faunal record, including bovines, 
goats, camels, and ibex, as well as felines including 
Arabian lions and leopards. Other surviving images 
represent animals that are now extinct in the area, 
including aurochs, the Arabian ostrich, mountain 
gazelle and a type of grouse. All of which adds to the 
splendour and diversity of this unique destination. 

SHARAAN NATURE RESERVE
The beautiful canyon area of Sharaan has been designated a Nature Reserve to preserve the natural beauty of 
AlUla’s landscapes and to re-establish the rich diversity of plant-life and wildlife that once flourished there. A range 
of animals are known to have inhabited AlUla throughout its history, some species persist in the wild such as 
Arabian wolf, Striped Hyena, foxes and hares. In February 2019, a trial reintroduction of three flagship species: 
Red-Necked Ostrich, Idmi Gazelle and Nubian Ibex took place and in early 2020, offspring of Idmi Gazelle and 
Nubian Ibex were seen in the reserve meaning they are successfully reproducing in the wild.





LUXURY IN THE DESERT
AlUla is a boutique destination for a curious and 
discerning traveller, an untold story. The uniqueness of 
the destination is complimented by the stylish and 
authentic boutique accommodation which blends 
seamlessly into the desert landscape. With comfort, 
sustainability, and respect for the local way of life at the 
core, guests can choose from a variety of options. 

Ashar Resort is the luxury tented resort that seems to 
rise from the sands with one, two and three bedroom 
luxury rooms on offer. 

The Ashar Resort is reopening in 2021 after further 
enhancements and will be transitioning into the hotel 
group’s Banyan Tree brand from mid 2021. Shaden 
Resort, offers guests luxurious tent-like rooms with an 
incredible location among the rocks and less than 30 
km to Hegra. Sahary Resort provides comfortable, 
authentic Bedouin style accommodation.

FUTURE ACCOMMODATION
AlUla’s obvious untapped potential has not gone 
unnoticed by the world’s leading hotel brands with 
several leading hotel names signing up to put their 
stake in the ground. 

The first hotel to open its doors will the eco-friendly 
Habitas brand whose manifesto is all about love, 
human connection and respect. 

The modular style hotel will open will open mid 2021. 

Aman Resorts is building three new properties: an 
upscale tented camp, a resort-inspired by the local 
architecture, and a sophisticated ranch-style desert 
resort. 

Coming in 2024, The Sharaan Nature Resort is 
designed by the Pritzker Prize-winning architect Jean 
Nouvel. It will be one of most sought after hotel 
experiences when it opens.RV PARKS

Guests looking for something slightly different can stay in a unique RV park, complete with sleek, self-contained 
vintage Airstream accommodation. A comfortable place to sleep under the desert starts, the AlUla RV parks allow 
guests to relax surrounded by the raw nature beauty of the desert.



MEDIA RESOURCES 
& CONTACTS
High resolution pictures and videos are available on request. 

Interviews can be arranged on request with: 
Royal Commission for AlUla staff including Chief Executive Officer, Amr S 
AlMadani, Chief Destination Marketing and Management Officer, Phillip 
Jones, Executive Director Destination Marketing, Melanie de Souza, Head 
of Archaeology, Rebecca Foote. 

Also,  Alrawoh, Ferrandi students chefs, date and citrus farmers, local 
artisans and Desert X artists, photographers, archaeologists, botanists, 
conservation experts, historians and more. 

Contact media@rcu.gov.sa or your in market rep agency to discuss famils. 

experiencealula.com @experiencealula
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